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STONEHAVEN AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
Minutes of the 349th Business meeting held at 7.30 p.m. 

on Tuesday 9th February 2010 
in the Cowie lounge of the Invercarron Resource centre 

No. Notes. Action 

 

 

 
1. 

Welcome and apologies and declaration of interest 

Present: David Fleming (Chairman), Ian Balgowan, Ian Hunter, Michael Innes, 
Alistair Lawrie, Robert Michie,  Allan Sutherland,  Lenny Lawrence, David Wood, 
Raymond Christie. 

Kincardine and Mearns councillors: Cllrs. Wendy Agnew, Peter Bellarby, 
Graeme Clark, Paul Melling(Area Chairman) 

In Attendance:  P.C. Steven McKenzie  

Absent : Billy Mackenzie, 

Apologies:  James Cleves, Cllr. Mike Sullivan 

Declarations of interest: None 

 

 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting (9th January 2010) 

The approval of the minutes was proposed by Michael Innes, seconded by 
Raymond Christie, and carried unanimously. 

Matters Arising 

Cllr. Bellarby reported back following the debate on school closures during bad 
weather.  He said that the decision would normally be taken locally, but on 
occasions the Director considered very seriously whether to issue an 
Aberdeenshire-wide decision.  He also stated that the gritting of roads and 
pavements was done on a priority basis, and it was not practical to do everything 
immediately. 

He agreed to ask further about the closure of libraries and leisure centres. 

 

 

3. Crime report 

PC Mackenzie said that discussions on the Flooding and Bervie Braes did not 
involve him, and answers would come from more senior officers. 

He asked that individual queries on specific criminal activity should be reported at 
the time.  In reply to Michael Innes, he would check about the use of text messages. 

With the regard to arrival of travellers, it was the police task to deal with any 
criminality, but otherwise, the matter is in the hands of Aberdeenshire Council. 

He said he would follow-up the point about the cost of the 0845 number. 

The Chairman stated that he intends to meet with Insp. Golightly shortly to review 
a number of arrangements between the police and the Community Council.  Other 
Community Council officers would be involved. 

 

 

 

 

PC 
Mackenzie 

 
PC 
Mackenzie 
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4. 

 

Public Issues 

Severe Flooding in Stonehaven on 1st November 

David Fleming said he had again met that day with Willie Munro to clarify the 
progress and status of various reports and documents, and a written report was 
circulated (and is attached to these minutes). 

He asked Councillors if they knew of the outcome of the Policy & Resources 
Committee, but none had attended it, and the minutes have not yet been published.  
There were a number of actions identified in that report and the subsequent debate 
on it. 

In discussing Report 5: Analysis of the Event, Willie Munro had agreed that it 
would sensible if Community Council members were involved with him in the 
authorship.  In answer the Allan Sutherland, the Chairman said he felt this could 
also involve non Council members, if they had appropriate experience. 

Referring to the letter of 14th December from the First Minister, Alex Salmond, to 
Sir Robert Smith MP, the Chairman reported that, despite the phrase “..to be 
submitted to the Scottish Government..”, Aberdeenshire Council could not trace 
any request for a report, although investigations were ongoing.  It was noted that, 
on her visit to Stonehaven, Roseanna Cunningham had also said that she was 
awaiting a report. 

A member of the public expressed concern that insurance companies were now 
already treating the whole of the AB39 area as higher flood risk.  Another member 
stated that the did see why Stonehaven people should pay extra as a result of action 
or inaction by others.  Allan Sutherland noted that the Aberdeenshire Council 
reports did not mention the state of the road drains.  Cllr.  Bellarby said that the 
Scrutiny & Audit Committee was due to return to the issue in April.  The work 
required by the new Flooding Management legislation would start soon, and 
Stonehaven would be treated as a priority.  After some discussion, it was agreed 
that Aberdeenshire Council should be asked to provide a letter for use by residents 
in negotiation with their insurers, giving precise details of the facts as known. 

A member of the public was concerned that it was over 3 months since the 
Flooding, and no concise report was yet available.  It must be produced quickly. 

Flood Support Group update 

The Chairman reminded everyone that the Flood Support Group would still be 
running for some months to come.  They could help any member of the public or 
business people on a number of issues, of which insurance is one. 

It noted that the first of the affected residents had moved back into their house in 
the previous week.  The Furniture Store was now very busy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary 

 

 

 

4a. 

 
 
4a.1 

 
 
 

Bervie Braes 

Note: The Chairman apologised that this item had disappeared from the published 
agenda 

Appeal to Scottish Ministers for funding 

The Chairman reported that a Level 3 alert had been declared the previous 
Thursday, and the alert was still at that level.  The immediate weather forecast is 
fairly dry, but the water levels in the Braes remain high. 
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4a.2 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Cllr. Bellarby said he had written to Roseanna Cunningham to press for action.  
The Chairman said that he had written following the discussion last month, and had 
had an acknowledgement from John Swinney and Roseanna Cunningham, but not 
Alex Salmond.  He understood John Swinney was due in the area next week, and 
he was pressing him to visit Stonehaven. 

Emergency Plan 

A meeting to review the Emergency Plan has been organised, after which it was 
intended that the plan would be published.  Cllr. Clark said that he had asked to be 
involved in the meeting, and to help inform local people and be a conduit for their 
views. 

The immediate refuge specified in the plan is Dunnottar School, but this had some 
problems, and therefore it was only an immediate staging post.  The main rest 
centre was Mackie Academy. 

Ian Balgowan asked what work was being done on the Braes at present.  There was 
a significant amount of water coming out into the Harbour, but he wondered 
whether all the drains in the Braes were working properly. 

 
5. KMAP 

The Chairman introduced Naomi Gordon, who took up the post of Development 
Worker with KMAP a few months ago, currently working out of an office in 
Arbuthnott.  Naomi said that her main role was supporting community groups and 
organisations, either to obtain funding or to obtain other help and direction.  She 
needs to listen to the needs of the community, and will work in partnership with 
other organisations to try to ensure there are no gaps or overlaps.  She hoped to 
move into the office in Barclay Street in order to be more accessible to everyone in 
the Mearns. 

In answer to whether applicants needed to be members of KMAP, she said small 
grants were available to all, but it is better to become members.  KMAP was a good 
way of disseminating information, and she was trying to ensure information was 
better targeted. 

Cllr. Clark felt that Naomi did a valuable job.  In difficult times, more was 
expected of volunteer groups, and they should take advantage of the KMAP 
budget. 

Ian Hunter asked whether KMAP was on the Local Community Planning Group.  
Naomi said they were, with one vote.  The Local Plan was in draft at present.  The 
Chairman said that the Community Council needed a small group to consider the 
draft and submit their views, and this would be organised before the deadline of the 
end of the month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman 

6 

6.1 

 

 

 

Planning applications 

Spine Road at Braehead/East Newtonleys (APP/2009/0493) 

The Chairman reported that this application has been raised again because a 
significant change had been made, in that a roundabout had been inserted just south 
of the Braehead estate and the proposal was now that the existing A957 would be 
closed.  A fresh neighbour notification letter had been sent out.  After discussion 
with the Planning officer concerned, this Community Council had been given a 
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6.2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6.3 

 

further 15 days to make comments on the revised proposal.  Following the meeting 
of the Planning Committee a letter had been drafted, and was now tabled. 

Members of the public raised a number of issues, including: 

• Increase of noise pollution to existing houses 
• Reasons for closure of the A957 
• Lack of advertising  
• That the road is not in the current Local Plan 
• Whether it is a “spine road” or  “distributor road” 
• Possible flooding consequences 
• A lack of a transport assessment 
• The need for the road as a consequence of the as yet unapproved 

supermarket 
 
It was agreed unanimously that the letter, augmented with the additional points 
noted above, should be submitted objecting to the application. 

In response to a comment on cycle paths, Michael Innes said that the Greenden 
upgrade had been agreed as part of Braehead II development, but he has asked 
Aberdeenshire Council to establish when this work would be done, and by whom. 

It was noted that, because some of the planning data had not appeared correctly on 
the web-site, the deadline for consultation had been extended. 

Change of use of School Road site 

This was the subject of a paper at the Area Committee that morning.  This site was 
originally earmarked for a primary school, but the Director of Education had 
concluded that it was no longer suitable.  The Social Work Department had put in a 
bid for the site, to allow for a replacement for Edenholme Care Home.  The capital 
for this was already in the draft budget for 2012, and was needed because the 
Edenholme building was increasingly not adaptable to meet modern standards. 

14-day consultation period. 

Correspondence continues to circulate expressing a number of concerns about the 
short time available for Community Council consultation.  Our system of holding 
letters seems to work, but is unofficial.  A resolution for all Community Councils is 
still sought, and the Chairman asked permission to write to Raymond Reid, Head of 
Planning accordingly.  This was approved. 
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Secretary/
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Chairman 

 

 
7. 

Business Matters 
Formation of “Save our Stoney” group 

Allan Sutherland described the formation of this group, and that it currently has 
over 400 Facebook members and over 100 e-mail members.  Its prime purpose was 
to seek and publish accurate information on the plans currently being debated about 
developments in and around Stonehaven and the forthcoming new Local Plan.  It 
sought balanced growth, to support Councillors, and to ensure that people knew 
how to make their views known.  It sought to expose any inappropriate methods 
and information put out by developers and others. 

The Chairman ruled that, whilst the Community Council welcomes this greater 
participation in planning matters, it was inappropriate for the Council formally to 
support the group, as Council members individually had to have the ability to take 
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an independent view. 

Allan Sutherland queried whether Aberdeenshire Council should draw developers’ 
attention to any pronouncements that were inaccurate.  Cllr. Agnew responded by 
saying she did not expect her colleagues to be fooled by such tactics. 

 

8. Beach Toilets 

Michael Innes gave an update on conversations about retaining their use for the 
summer season. 

 

 

9. 

 

“Meet the Aberdeenshire Council Leader” event, Portlethen. 

It was noted that a revised date (9th March) was published.  It was hoped some 
members could attend. 

 

 

10. 
 

 
 
 

2010 Elections. 

The Chairman and Secretary tabled a timetable for the Nominations, Notices and 
Elections for 2010.  Only two members had terms of office running through, three 
had decided not to stand again, and the remaining 7 would need to complete 
nomination forms, which were now available.  It is therefore vital that new 
members were encouraged to come forward.  The minimum needed was 3, and if 
more than 11 applied, an election would be required.  Council members were asked 
to spread the word. 

After some discussion, it was decided that, should elections be necessary, they 
should be held on Saturday 10th April. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Aberdeenshire Council's Draft Revised Open Space Strategy  

The consultation on this document had been postponed by Aberdeenshire Council. 

 

 

12. Consultation on 2nd Draft of Local Community Plan 

This consultation is due by 28th Feb.  The Chairman asked for volunteers for a 
evening meeting to construct our response.  He said he would e-mail to make the 
arrangements. 

 

 

 

Chairman 

 

13 Future Dates 

These were noted. 

 

 

14. A. O. C. B. 

Training Day on Planning 

On Saturday 6th March, there will be training day from 10:00 until 16:00 at Alford.  
If anyone wishes to go, please let the Chairman know. 

Christmas Tree 
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Discussions are ongoing 

Invercarron Resource Centre Management Committee 

Michael Innes now represents the Community Council on this Committee. 

Town Hall Steering Group 

Stonehaven Town Partnership has now set up various working groups to progress 
the management of the Town Hall.  They are looking for a range of expertise, and 
anyone who is interesting should contract Lyn Jardine. 

 

15. Dates and times of next Business Meeting 

There will be an Officers’ meeting at 7.00 pm on Tuesday 2nd March 2010 in the 
Invercarron Resource Centre followed by a Planning Committee at 7.30 pm, and 
then the Agenda Meeting at 8.00 pm. 

On Tuesday 9th March, the evening will start at 7:15 pm. with the Annual General 
Meeting.  The break will then be taken, and the Business Meeting will start at about 
8:00 pm.  Both meetings will be held in the Cowie Lounge of the Invercarron 
Resource Centre. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THE REVISED START TIME 
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STONEHAVEN AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
Minutes of the 349th Business meeting held at 7.30 p.m. 

on Tuesday 9th February 2010 
in the Cowie lounge of the Invercarron Resource centre 

No. Notes. Action 

 

 

 
1. 

Welcome and apologies and declaration of interest 

Present: David Fleming (Chairman), Ian Balgowan, Ian Hunter, Michael Innes, 
Alistair Lawrie, Robert Michie,  Allan Sutherland,  Lenny Lawrence, David Wood, 
Raymond Christie. 

Kincardine and Mearns councillors: Cllrs. Wendy Agnew, Peter Bellarby, 
Graeme Clark, Paul Melling(Area Chairman) 

In Attendance:  P.C. Steven McKenzie  

Absent : Billy Mackenzie, 

Apologies:  James Cleves, Cllr. Mike Sullivan 

Declarations of interest: None 

 

 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting (9th January 2010) 

The approval of the minutes was proposed by Michael Innes, seconded by 
Raymond Christie, and carried unanimously. 

Matters Arising 

Cllr. Bellarby reported back following the debate on school closures during bad 
weather.  He said that the decision would normally be taken locally, but on 
occasions the Director considered very seriously whether to issue an 
Aberdeenshire-wide decision.  He also stated that the gritting of roads and 
pavements was done on a priority basis, and it was not practical to do everything 
immediately. 

He agreed to ask further about the closure of libraries and leisure centres. 

 

 

3. Crime report 

PC Mackenzie said that discussions on the Flooding and Bervie Braes did not 
involve him, and answers would come from more senior officers. 

He asked that individual queries on specific criminal activity should be reported at 
the time.  In reply to Michael Innes, he would check about the use of text messages. 

With the regard to arrival of travellers, it was the police task to deal with any 
criminality, but otherwise, the matter is in the hands of Aberdeenshire Council. 

He said he would follow-up the point about the cost of the 0845 number. 

The Chairman stated that he intends to meet with Insp. Golightly shortly to review 
a number of arrangements between the police and the Community Council.  Other 
Community Council officers would be involved. 

 

 

 

 

PC 
Mackenzie 

 
PC 
Mackenzie 
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4. 

 

Public Issues 

Severe Flooding in Stonehaven on 1st November 

David Fleming said he had again met that day with Willie Munro to clarify the 
progress and status of various reports and documents, and a written report was 
circulated (and is attached to these minutes). 

He asked Councillors if they knew of the outcome of the Policy & Resources 
Committee, but none had attended it, and the minutes have not yet been published.  
There were a number of actions identified in that report and the subsequent debate 
on it. 

In discussing Report 5: Analysis of the Event, Willie Munro had agreed that it 
would sensible if Community Council members were involved with him in the 
authorship.  In answer the Allan Sutherland, the Chairman said he felt this could 
also involve non Council members, if they had appropriate experience. 

Referring to the letter of 14th December from the First Minister, Alex Salmond, to 
Sir Robert Smith MP, the Chairman reported that, despite the phrase “..to be 
submitted to the Scottish Government..”, Aberdeenshire Council could not trace 
any request for a report, although investigations were ongoing.  It was noted that, 
on her visit to Stonehaven, Roseanna Cunningham had also said that she was 
awaiting a report. 

A member of the public expressed concern that insurance companies were now 
already treating the whole of the AB39 area as higher flood risk.  Another member 
stated that the did see why Stonehaven people should pay extra as a result of action 
or inaction by others.  Allan Sutherland noted that the Aberdeenshire Council 
reports did not mention the state of the road drains.  Cllr.  Bellarby said that the 
Scrutiny & Audit Committee was due to return to the issue in April.  The work 
required by the new Flooding Management legislation would start soon, and 
Stonehaven would be treated as a priority.  After some discussion, it was agreed 
that Aberdeenshire Council should be asked to provide a letter for use by residents 
in negotiation with their insurers, giving precise details of the facts as known. 

A member of the public was concerned that it was over 3 months since the 
Flooding, and no concise report was yet available.  It must be produced quickly. 

Flood Support Group update 

The Chairman reminded everyone that the Flood Support Group would still be 
running for some months to come.  They could help any member of the public or 
business people on a number of issues, of which insurance is one. 

It noted that the first of the affected residents had moved back into their house in 
the previous week.  The Furniture Store was now very busy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary 

 

 

 

4a. 

 
 
4a.1 

 
 
 

Bervie Braes 

Note: The Chairman apologised that this item had disappeared from the published 
agenda 

Appeal to Scottish Ministers for funding 

The Chairman reported that a Level 3 alert had been declared the previous 
Thursday, and the alert was still at that level.  The immediate weather forecast is 
fairly dry, but the water levels in the Braes remain high. 
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4a.2 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Cllr. Bellarby said he had written to Roseanna Cunningham to press for action.  
The Chairman said that he had written following the discussion last month, and had 
had an acknowledgement from John Swinney and Roseanna Cunningham, but not 
Alex Salmond.  He understood John Swinney was due in the area next week, and 
he was pressing him to visit Stonehaven. 

Emergency Plan 

A meeting to review the Emergency Plan has been organised, after which it was 
intended that the plan would be published.  Cllr. Clark said that he had asked to be 
involved in the meeting, and to help inform local people and be a conduit for their 
views. 

The immediate refuge specified in the plan is Dunnottar School, but this had some 
problems, and therefore it was only an immediate staging post.  The main rest 
centre was Mackie Academy. 

Ian Balgowan asked what work was being done on the Braes at present.  There was 
a significant amount of water coming out into the Harbour, but he wondered 
whether all the drains in the Braes were working properly. 

 
5. KMAP 

The Chairman introduced Naomi Gordon, who took up the post of Development 
Worker with KMAP a few months ago, currently working out of an office in 
Arbuthnott.  Naomi said that her main role was supporting community groups and 
organisations, either to obtain funding or to obtain other help and direction.  She 
needs to listen to the needs of the community, and will work in partnership with 
other organisations to try to ensure there are no gaps or overlaps.  She hoped to 
move into the office in Barclay Street in order to be more accessible to everyone in 
the Mearns. 

In answer to whether applicants needed to be members of KMAP, she said small 
grants were available to all, but it is better to become members.  KMAP was a good 
way of disseminating information, and she was trying to ensure information was 
better targeted. 

Cllr. Clark felt that Naomi did a valuable job.  In difficult times, more was 
expected of volunteer groups, and they should take advantage of the KMAP 
budget. 

Ian Hunter asked whether KMAP was on the Local Community Planning Group.  
Naomi said they were, with one vote.  The Local Plan was in draft at present.  The 
Chairman said that the Community Council needed a small group to consider the 
draft and submit their views, and this would be organised before the deadline of the 
end of the month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman 

6 

6.1 

 

 

 

Planning applications 

Spine Road at Braehead/East Newtonleys (APP/2009/0493) 

The Chairman reported that this application has been raised again because a 
significant change had been made, in that a roundabout had been inserted just south 
of the Braehead estate and the proposal was now that the existing A957 would be 
closed.  A fresh neighbour notification letter had been sent out.  After discussion 
with the Planning officer concerned, this Community Council had been given a 
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6.2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6.3 

 

further 15 days to make comments on the revised proposal.  Following the meeting 
of the Planning Committee a letter had been drafted, and was now tabled. 

Members of the public raised a number of issues, including: 

• Increase of noise pollution to existing houses 
• Reasons for closure of the A957 
• Lack of advertising  
• That the road is not in the current Local Plan 
• Whether it is a “spine road” or  “distributor road” 
• Possible flooding consequences 
• A lack of a transport assessment 
• The need for the road as a consequence of the as yet unapproved 

supermarket 
 
It was agreed unanimously that the letter, augmented with the additional points 
noted above, should be submitted objecting to the application. 

In response to a comment on cycle paths, Michael Innes said that the Greenden 
upgrade had been agreed as part of Braehead II development, but he has asked 
Aberdeenshire Council to establish when this work would be done, and by whom. 

It was noted that, because some of the planning data had not appeared correctly on 
the web-site, the deadline for consultation had been extended. 

Change of use of School Road site 

This was the subject of a paper at the Area Committee that morning.  This site was 
originally earmarked for a primary school, but the Director of Education had 
concluded that it was no longer suitable.  The Social Work Department had put in a 
bid for the site, to allow for a replacement for Edenholme Care Home.  The capital 
for this was already in the draft budget for 2012, and was needed because the 
Edenholme building was increasingly not adaptable to meet modern standards. 

14-day consultation period. 

Correspondence continues to circulate expressing a number of concerns about the 
short time available for Community Council consultation.  Our system of holding 
letters seems to work, but is unofficial.  A resolution for all Community Councils is 
still sought, and the Chairman asked permission to write to Raymond Reid, Head of 
Planning accordingly.  This was approved. 
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7. 

Business Matters 
Formation of “Save our Stoney” group 

Allan Sutherland described the formation of this group, and that it currently has 
over 400 Facebook members and over 100 e-mail members.  Its prime purpose was 
to seek and publish accurate information on the plans currently being debated about 
developments in and around Stonehaven and the forthcoming new Local Plan.  It 
sought balanced growth, to support Councillors, and to ensure that people knew 
how to make their views known.  It sought to expose any inappropriate methods 
and information put out by developers and others. 

The Chairman ruled that, whilst the Community Council welcomes this greater 
participation in planning matters, it was inappropriate for the Council formally to 
support the group, as Council members individually had to have the ability to take 
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an independent view. 

Allan Sutherland queried whether Aberdeenshire Council should draw developers’ 
attention to any pronouncements that were inaccurate.  Cllr. Agnew responded by 
saying she did not expect her colleagues to be fooled by such tactics. 

 

8. Beach Toilets 

Michael Innes gave an update on conversations about retaining their use for the 
summer season. 

 

 

9. 

 

“Meet the Aberdeenshire Council Leader” event, Portlethen. 

It was noted that a revised date (9th March) was published.  It was hoped some 
members could attend. 

 

 

10. 
 

 
 
 

2010 Elections. 

The Chairman and Secretary tabled a timetable for the Nominations, Notices and 
Elections for 2010.  Only two members had terms of office running through, three 
had decided not to stand again, and the remaining 7 would need to complete 
nomination forms, which were now available.  It is therefore vital that new 
members were encouraged to come forward.  The minimum needed was 3, and if 
more than 11 applied, an election would be required.  Council members were asked 
to spread the word. 

After some discussion, it was decided that, should elections be necessary, they 
should be held on Saturday 10th April. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Aberdeenshire Council's Draft Revised Open Space Strategy  

The consultation on this document had been postponed by Aberdeenshire Council. 

 

 

12. Consultation on 2nd Draft of Local Community Plan 

This consultation is due by 28th Feb.  The Chairman asked for volunteers for a 
evening meeting to construct our response.  He said he would e-mail to make the 
arrangements. 

 

 

 

Chairman 

 

13 Future Dates 

These were noted. 

 

 

14. A. O. C. B. 

Training Day on Planning 

On Saturday 6th March, there will be training day from 10:00 until 16:00 at Alford.  
If anyone wishes to go, please let the Chairman know. 

Christmas Tree 
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Discussions are ongoing 

Invercarron Resource Centre Management Committee 

Michael Innes now represents the Community Council on this Committee. 

Town Hall Steering Group 

Stonehaven Town Partnership has now set up various working groups to progress 
the management of the Town Hall.  They are looking for a range of expertise, and 
anyone who is interesting should contract Lyn Jardine. 

 

15. Dates and times of next Business Meeting 

There will be an Officers’ meeting at 7.00 pm on Tuesday 2nd March 2010 in the 
Invercarron Resource Centre followed by a Planning Committee at 7.30 pm, and 
then the Agenda Meeting at 8.00 pm. 

On Tuesday 9th March, the evening will start at 7:15 pm. with the Annual General 
Meeting.  The break will then be taken, and the Business Meeting will start at about 
8:00 pm.  Both meetings will be held in the Cowie Lounge of the Invercarron 
Resource Centre. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THE REVISED START TIME 
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STONEHAVEN AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

AGENDA FOR BUSINESS MEETING TO BE HELD
at 7:15p.m. on 9th February 2010

IN COWIE LOUNGE - INVERCARRON RESOURCE CENTRE

All S&DCC Members are asked to attend to consider the under noted items of business.

Please note the earlier start time

1 Welcome, apologies and declarations of interest 7:15

2 Minutes of last meeting on January 12th 2010 (previously circulated) 7:20

 Approval

3 Police Matters 7:25

Public Issues

4 Severe Flooding in Stonehaven on Sunday 1st November 7:30

4.1 Updates from agencies

 Grampian Fire & Rescue Service

 Grampian Police

 Aberdeenshire Council

 Scottish Water

4.2 Forward planning for report consultations/discussions

4.3 Report from the Flood Response Support Group

5 KMAP – Introduction by Naomi Gordon 7:50

Break 8.15

As agreed last month, there will be a 10-15 minute break, during which coffee, tea

and biscuits will be available for everyone, at a charge of 50p per person

6 Planning applications 8:30

Members are asked to look up the relevant hyperlinks below to examine the

applications before the meeting

6.1 Spine Road at Braehead/East Newtonleys

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/apps/detail.asp?ref_no=APP/2009/0493

6.2 Change of use of School Road site

 See agenda for Area Committee today (9th Feb) at

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/committees/detail.asp?ref_no=802572870061668E80257
51C005AF7B4

Business Matters

7 Formation of “Save our Stoney” group 8:50

8 Beach Toilets 9:00

9 “An Invitation to Meet the Aberdeenshire Council Leader and
Chief Executive 2009 – Shaping Aberdeenshire” – 18th January, Portlethen 9:02
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 now postponed to Monday 1 March 2010,
Lecture Theatre, Portlethen Academy, Portlethen

10 2009 Community Council Election: procedures and timetable (paper attached) 9: 05

11 Aberdeenshire Council's Draft Revised Open Space Strategy and accompanying

Strategic Environmental Assessment 9:15

12 Consultation on 2nd Draft of Local Community Plan

http://www.ouraberdeenshire.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=34&Ite
mid=55

Response due by 28th Feb.

13 Future Dates 9:20

 Community Council Forum: Thursday 25 February, 7pm in the Council Chamber,
Viewmount, Stonehaven.

 DigitalUK Drop In Clinic: 26th Feb 10am -12 noon Stonehaven Community Centre

14 A O C B 9:25

15 Dates and times of next Business Meeting. 9:30

 Note: There will be an Officers’ Meeting at 7:00 pm on Tuesday 2
nd

March 2010 in the
Invercarron Resource Centre followed by a Planning Committee at 7:30 pm, and then the
Agenda Meeting at 8:00 pm.

 Subject the motion in item 12 above, the next Business Meeting will be held on Tuesday 9
th

March 2010 at 7:15 pm in the Cowie Lounge of the Invercarron Resource Centre

David Fleming – Chairman



Stonehaven & District Community Council

Weaver’s Cottage
5 David Street

From the Chairman, STONEHAVEN
David Fleming Kincardineshire  AB39 2AJ

01569 767200
Mobile 07733 361 755

e-mail: david.w.fleming@surescribe.com
10th February 2010

Alyson James
Senior Planning Officer
Planning and Environmental Services
Woodhill House
Westburn Road
Aberdeen  AB16 5GB

Spine Road at Braehead/East Newtonleys
APP/2009/0493

Dear Alyson

Many thanks for the updated information you provided on the above application, and 
the opportunity for this Community Council to reconsider it.  We took this opportunity 
at our Business Meeting on 9th February 2010.

First of all, this Council submitted a detailed letter of objection dated 16th April 2009, 
and this is already on your file and web site.  We wish this representation to remain.

In addition, Stonehaven & District Community Council wish to further object to the 
current proposal on the grounds that:

1. The new road is proposed to allegedly overcome the view that the existing 
A957 is inadequate for the traffic generated by the proposed supermarket. 
However, it only covers half the length of the A957.  The lack of capacity in the 
lower (more northern) section of the A957 is not addressed at all.  Any lack of 
capacity there will be more noticeable there because that section also carries 
the traffic from the Braehead housing development.

2. The closure of the existing A957 is not justified in the documentation.  There is 
no explanation of what part of it is incapable of handling the extra traffic, and 
no option appraisal of whether improving it in various ways (e.g. removing 
some of the severe bends) would be feasible.

3. The developer (in his letter to you dated 11th January 2010, under Landscaping, 
2nd paragraph – as on your web site) claims the proposed landscaping “will 
minimise the visual impact, particularly when viewed from the east”. 
Unfortunately, for him, by far the most important view is not from th East, but 
from the North (i.e. from the whole of the population of centre of Stonehaven). 
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This road, landscaped or not, will be a large scar across the hillside, and no 
amount of landscaping will prevent the headlights of vehicles being seen for 
miles away.

4. Reference is made to a Design Brief.  Even the developer acknowledges that it 
is not complete.  It has not been submitted with the application, and this 
Council has not had any opportunity to comment on it.  In particular, we cannot 
see, for example, 

• any attempt at transport integration, by creating facilities for a bus 
exchange, and including long distance (e.g. Megabus) traffic.

• any attempt at segregating through traffic from local traffic.  

5. We understand that Catterline, Kinneff and Dunnottar Community Council have 
yet to write to tell you of their latest views.  Their previous letter of objection is 
on your file and web site, and is still extant.  Our understanding of their 
position is not as stated by the developer in his letter.  They are opposed to the 
current application.  They would be willing to see one comprehensive proposal 
to include the supermarket and the business park, and then to take a view. 
This Community Council supports that view.  It is our contention that this 
proposal is thinly disguised attempt to facilitate a bid that has been submitted 
for the Main Issues Report, and whose future has yet to be determined by 
Aberdeenshire Council.  Any current proposal should be seen only in the light of 
the allocation of Employment Land in still valid ALP.  It is singularly unhelpful to 
conflate the two processes.

We trust you will take these views into account in making your recommendation to 
the Council Committees.

With kind regards

David Fleming
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CC Meetings Election Timetable

Mearns Leader

reporting: copy by 5

pm Tuesday

Action > Leader;

Ads in by 12

noon Tuesday

PLUS

Noticeboards

Mon 01-Feb

Tue 02-Feb
CC Agenda
Meeting

Wed 03-Feb
Thu 04-Feb

Fri 05-Feb My article about elections
Sat 06-Feb
Sun 07-Feb
Mon 08-Feb
Tue 09-Feb CC FEB Meeting Agree Timetable

Wed 10-Feb
Thu 11-Feb
Fri 12-Feb Report of Feb Meeting 1

Sat 13-Feb
Sun 14-Feb
Mon 15-Feb
Tue 16-Feb

Wed 17-Feb
Thu 18-Feb
Fri 19-Feb

Sat 20-Feb
Sun 21-Feb
Mon 22-Feb

Tue 23-Feb
Tell re nomination
procedure Place Ad

Wed 24-Feb
Thu 25-Feb

Fri 26-Feb Nominations open
Where/how to get
nominated

Ad for AGM +
Election appears

Sat 27-Feb
Sun 28-Feb
Mon 01-Mar

Tue 02-Mar
CC Agenda
Meeting

Wed 03-Mar
Thu 04-Mar
Fri 05-Mar

Sat 06-Mar
Sun 07-Mar
Mon 08-Mar

Tue 09-Mar
CC AGM +
MAR Bus Mtg

Tell re closing
date/election date

Wed 10-Mar
Thu 11-Mar

Fri 12-Mar

Requirement: minimum is
14 days - maximum is 28
days - recommendation is
21 days.

Report of March Bus Mtg
1
Progress on nominations
+ closing date + election
date

Sat 13-Mar
Sun 14-Mar
Mon 15-Mar
Tue 16-Mar



CC Meetings Election Timetable

Mearns Leader

reporting: copy by 5

pm Tuesday

Action > Leader;

Ads in by 12

noon Tuesday

PLUS

Noticeboards
Wed 17-Mar
Thu 18-Mar

Fri 19-Mar
Nominations close
Start of 7 day option period

Report of March Bus Mtg
2 + Last day for
nominations

Sat 20-Mar
Sun 21-Mar
Mon 22-Mar 7 day requirement
Tue 23-Mar

Wed 24-Mar
Thu 25-Mar
Fri 26-Mar Option period ends

Sat 27-Mar

Sun 28-Mar
Decide whether election
needed

Mon 29-Mar

Tue 30-Mar
Tell re nominations (+
election, if any)

Place ad for
POLL

Wed 31-Mar
Thu 01-Apr

Fri 02-Apr
Notice period for POLL
starts

Either - report of

appointees OR

Announcement of

election + list of

nominations

Ad for POLL
appears

Sat 03-Apr
Sun 04-Apr Easter Day
Mon 05-Apr 7 day requirement

Tue 06-Apr
CC Agenda
Meeting

Put in article about
polling

Election
Campaigning

Wed 07-Apr
Thu 08-Apr

Fri 09-Apr POLLing Day News about Polling

Polling day could

be Fri or Sat or

Sun
Sat 10-Apr Count >> Result
Sun 11-Apr
Mon 12-Apr

Tue 13-Apr

CC APR Meeting
inc Election of
Office Bearers

Wed 14-Apr
Thu 15-Apr

Fri 16-Apr
Report of Appointments
+ APR Business

Sat 17-Apr


