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Item Description Action

8. County Hotel

The appeal for the previous application for 27 flats had now been withdrawn. Mr Pettit
of Barratts had hoped to attend and present details of the new application for 22 flats, but
the Chairman reported that he had received an e-mail saying that, due to an unforeseen
personnel matter, Mr Pettit was unable to attend. The agenda item was postponed until
next meeting, and the Planning Service would be informed of a resulting delay in the
Community Council’s response to the application.

Chairman

Secretary

9. Invercowie House

A site visit for the application had taken place that morning (13th March). Revised plans
were produced at that visit. It was clear at the site visit that the proposals were
controversial. The chairman informed the meeting that the planning officer expected the
matter to be deferred at the next Area Meeting. The Chairman proposed that:

The Council should write and ask the Planning Service to re-consult once plans
were finally agreed.

The motion was seconded by Ian Hunter, and approved unanimously.

Chairman

10.

Committee activities

Transport Committee

The Chairman said that he felt it would be unhelpful to go over the context and meaning
of the letter that had been sent to NESTRANS about the Regional Transport Strategy.
However, it was important to be clear about the Council’s view about air services. He
therefore proposed that:

Whilst this Council recognises the demand for increased air services, and wishes
Aberdeen to remain a major regional airport, it asks NESTRANS to give
guidance on fulfilling this in the most sustainable way possible.

The motion was seconded by Ian Balgowan.

In reply to David Wood, the Chairman explained that the motion implied that
sustainability was relative. We needed to choose whether flying direct was better than
flying via a hub, and flying with full aircraft was better than half empty ones. This was
the type of advice that was being requested of NESTRANS.

The motion was approved unopposed, but Lenny Lawrence, Ian Hunter, Jane Davidson
and Raymond Christie abstained.

Blue badge and taxicard schemes

Lenny Lawrence had received a letter that morning, which indicated that the problem had
been resolved. He asked that he check out the letter, and report to the next meeting.

Speed limits at Glenury and Den of Logie

Raymond Christie reported that the Local Roads Manager, Mark Skilling, was hoping to
get the completed arrangements approved at the Area Committee meeting in April.

Secretary to
write

Lenny
Lawrence

10A Future of Stonehaven Committee

Sarah Dickinson reported that a meeting with Willie Munroe, Andrew Carruthers
(Imagine Stonehaven) and Jacqui Christie (Community Planning) had to be postponed.
She reminded members that the next Business Meeting should discuss practical ways
forward, and asked them to make suggestions by then. Members should forward ideas to
Sarah for collation.

All
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11.

Business matters

Formation of Stonehaven Town Partnership (STP)

The Chairman reported on his attendance at the STP Working Group, and that the Group
recommended that the STP should be set up as a company limited by guarantee. This
would be a successor to our involvement in the Aberdeenshire Towns Partnership. The
company would be formed by inviting a representative of each properly constituted
organisation in the town to subscribe. The purpose of this was to provide a flexible
vehicle to undertake some of the major works that the Town required. Work was
underway on the formation of the company, and an inaugural meeting was being planned
for Wednesday May 30th. Some funding had been secured from Aberdeenshire Council.

Ian Hunter asked that the full Memorandum and Articles of Association and the Bye-laws
of the Company be circulated, and the Chairman agreed to do this. Sarah Dickinson felt
that the two full motions tabled with the agenda were premature. After some discussion,
Sarah Dickinson proposed and Ian Hunter seconded an amended motion that:

This Council supports the progress towards the formation of the Stonehaven
Town Partnership.

Agreed unanimously.

Chairman

12. By-election

The Chairman reported that Alan Bissett of Connons had agreed to be Returning Officer,
and proposed that:

This Council empowers the officers to organise a by-election as soon as
practicable.

Seconded by David Wood, agreed unanimously.

13. Wind Farm public meeting

Ian Hunter reported that finding a suitable venue was not proving easy, and that he
needed to contact suitable speakers. Mike Sullivan said that, on reflection, it might be
inappropriate for him to take an active part, since he, as an Aberdeenshire Councillor,
may be part of a subsequent planning consent process.

Other names were mentioned, and anyone with a contact was asked to send details direct
to Ian Hunter as soon as possible.

All

14. Appointment of Acting Secretary for April and May meetings

Peter Bellarby reminded the Council that he was reluctant to remain Secretary during the
Aberdeenshire Council elections. This was partly because of workload, but also to avoid
concerns that any party politics might be brought to workings of the Council.

The Chairman expressed confidence that Peter would not do so, and members agreed
with this, and encouraged Peter to remain as Secretary. Peter accepted these assurances.

A motion that

Peter Bellarby be asked to remain as Secretary

was passed unopposed, Peter Bellarby and Michael Innes abstaining.

(Footnote: In the event of Peter being elected in May, he would have to resign from the
Community Council).
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15. Membership of Committees

In view of the forthcoming by-election, it was proposed by David Fleming, seconded by
Raymond Christie, that:

This Council agrees to postpone the appointments to its committees until after the
by-election for membership of the Council.

Agreed unanimously

16 Representatives on other bodies

It was further proposed that:

This Council agrees to postpone the appointments of its representatives until
after the by-election for membership of the Council

Agreed unanimously

17.

.

In view of the lateness of the hour, a motion to suspend Standing Orders was put to allow
the agenda to be completed after 9:45 pm, proposed by Peter Bellarby, and seconded by
Raymond Christie. It was approved unanimously.

Chairman’s activities

Community Council Forum

The Chairman submitted a short report of the meeting (attached to these minutes) which
he attended with Ian Balgowan. Minutes will follow in due course from Aberdeenshire
Council.

Lidl

The Chairman has met with Stephen MacDonld of Lidl, UK Ltd who were looking for a
suitable site in the area for one of their stores. They may give a presentation to the
Council in due course.

Leisure Centre

The manager of the Leisure Centre has announced that some repairs have been
sanctioned, which should alleviate a number of the complaints raised last Autumn.

AWPR

We have yet to hear the results of their assessment of our suggested revised junction
layout.

Field 52

David Strang-Steel has kept in touch regarding the development of this land, and hopes
to address the Council in due course.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Correspondence

There was a discussion about why these items appeared on the agenda. It was agreed
that, in future, the agenda meeting should seek to delegate the handling of most
correspondence to individual councillors or committees, and therefore the Council would
only have the item on the agenda once the matter had been addressed, and a reply or
response was prepared and proposed.

Email from Sandra Morrison, Invercarron Resource Centre, re benches and picnic tables
beside the Carron:- Sarah Dickinson reported that the Horizon group have taken this
matter up.

Nominations for Aberdeenshire Community Planning Executive:- Ian Hunter is
progressing his nomination for this, with the support of the Council.

Letter from David Dalziel, Chief Fire Officer, Grampian Fire and Rescue Service.
Consultation on Strategic Plan 2007-2010:- Ditta Neumann agreed to review this.

Letter from Robert Gray (Aberdeenshire Council) and Margaret Bochel (Aberdeen City
Council). Consultation on Aberdeen City and Shire Structure Plan.:- David Fleming
agreed to review this.

Letter from Fiona Stewart, Aberdeenshire Licensing Boards. Consultation on draft
Disability Scheme and Action. Lenny Lawrence agreed to review this.

Letter from Ian Hunter, Chairman, Stonehaven and District Community Development
Group. The Community Council was asked whether they would wish to participate in an
audit of community facilities in the town so that decisions relating to facility
requirements for the future could be better informed. Sarah Dickinson said she thought
this was a good idea, and the meeting had previously supported the idea.. Members
concurred, and Ian was asked to find out whether help was needed.

Other items. None raised.

Ian Hunter

Ditta
Neumann

David
Fleming

Lenny
Lawrence

25. A.O.C.B.

A member of the public (Bill Emslie) asked that the thanks of the 41 Club be registered
for the excellent work in producing the Future of Stonehaven Report.

The announcement that Aberdeenshire was withdrawing funding from the Grampian
Forum for the Blind was raised. Sarah Dickinson agreed to investigate and to report
back.

Ian Balgowan raised concerns about the representation by Aberdeenshire Councillors of
the town’s interests and queried whether Aberdeenshire Council Officers had undue
influence on decision-making. Cllr Mike Sullivan offered to discuss this concern with
Ian Balgowan outwith the Community Council meeting.

The meeting concluded at 10:08 pm.

Sarah
Dickinson

26. Date of next meetings

The agenda meeting will be held on Tuesday 3rd April at 6:30 pm in the Dunnottar
Lounge.

The next Business Meeting will be held in the Cowie Lounge at 7:30 pm on Tuesday 10th

April.


